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Electricity lights homes and businesses, provides 
warmth and keeps appliances and equipment 
running smoothly. During Electrical Safety 
Month, Bon Homme Yankton Electric and Safe 
Electricity provide these electrical safety tips to 
avoid hazards both inside and outdoors.
Staying safe on the road
Downed power lines can happen because of 

wind, storms, animals or an auto accident/
collision.
If you see a downed power line, call 9-1-1 

to report it and stay in your car. You cannot 
tell by looking or listening if the power line is 
deenergized. Wait in your vehicle until an electric 
utility crew member says it is safe to get out.
Do not drive over a downed power line. Doing 

so could cause a domino effect and bring down 
other lines, poles and equipment.
The only time you should exit is if your vehicle 

or cab is on fire. If this is the case, make a solid 
jump from the car or cab without touching it, 
landing with both feet together. Then, hop away 
with your feet together as far as you can.
Staying safe outside
When working outside, be aware of overhead 

and underground power lines.
Keep at least 10 feet away from overhead power 

lines. Keep any items you are carrying or using, 
such as long poles or other extended equipment, 
10 feet away from power lines at all times. Carry 
an extension ladder or other far-reaching tools or 
equipment horizontally.
Make sure that all outside outlets are ground-

fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protected.
Before digging, call 8-1-1 or your state’s 

underground locating service. Buried lines such 
as electric, gas, water, sewer and other lines bring 
services indoors. Besides the dangers of coming 
in contact with a gas or electric line, fines due to 
damage are the responsibility of the homeowner 
or landowner. Privately owned lines and systems 
will not be marked by the free service.
When you see lightning, take shelter inside 

the house, shop or a hard-topped vehicle for 
protection. Stay away from high places, and do 
not take shelter under an isolated tree. Stay away 
from items that conduct electricity, such as metal 
fences. If you are swimming or in a hot tub, 
get out. Water is an electrical conductor that is 
dangerous during a storm.
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MANAGER’S COLUMN

May is Electrical Safety Month
Staying safe inside
With so many people working from home, the 

workplace and where you live can be one and the 
same. This means more devices are plugged into 
outlets or circuits that may not be able to handle 
the load.
Have a qualified electrician/licensed contractor 

check for hazards if you notice the following: 
dimming lights, a sizzling or buzzing sound, the 
smell of warm plastic, a switch plate that feels 
warm or looks scorched, sparks when plugging in 
or unplugging items or circuits that trip often.
When working with electrical equipment 

inside the house or shop, be aware that electrical 
equipment can spark when flammable vapors, 
gases or dust are present.
Do not overstretch a cord or use frayed or 

damaged cords.
During storms, lightning can enter homes 

through corded phones, televisions, radios or 
computers. Lightning can also travel through 
plumbing, so do not take a bath, shower or wash 
dishes when you see lightning strikes. If possible, 
unplug appliances and electronics before the 
storm, including cell phones that are charging via 
electricity. Surges caused by lightning can damage 
electronics and appliances.

Stephanie Horst
horst@byelectric.com
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BOARD REPORT

Welcome New 
Members
Menno
David Rempfer

Irene
Abby Lawrence

Yankton
Aff ordable Self Storage 2, LLC

DJ’s Resort & Rentals

Lucas & Jessica Hauert

Nick & Lydia Hochstein

Nicole Henderson

Steven & Alice Rokahr

Th e March board meeting was held on March 19, 2025 at 8:00 am. 
Directors present were Dave Sternhagen, Dave Sykora, Dean Sternhagen, 
Rick Cheloha, Brian Brandt, Robert Ruppelt and Paul Voigt. Others present 
were the attorney, management staff  and guest employee.

MARCH BOARD MEETING

THE BOARD APPROVED THE 
CONSENT AGENDA:
•  February 2025 Board Meeting Minutes
•  Capital Credits to Estates - $1,032.23
•  Review New Members & Cancellations
•  Review Closed Work Order Inventory - 

917 for $9,093.14 self-funded
•  Review Special Equipment Purchases - 

$48,044.77 (transformers)
THE BOARD REVIEWED AND 
ACCEPTED FOLLOWING 
REPORTS:
• Member Service Report
• Operations & Safety Report
• Offi  ce & Financial Reports
• General Manager Report
• East River Cyber Security/IT Report
• SDREA Board Report
• East River Report
• NRECA attendees Annual Meeting 

Report
OTHER GOVERNANCE
• Approved Amendment to work plan
• Approved change to Policy 40-02: 

Construction and Extension of Electric 
Service

• Approved Policy 90-06: updated 
signatures of Authorized Signatures to 
refl ect current Board leadership

• Enter/Exit Executive Session
• Next Meeting date set for Wednesday, 

April 23, 2025, at 8:00 am. 

FINANCIAL REPORT FEBRUARY YTD
 2024  2025 2025

TOTAL ELECTRIC REVENUE $917,004 $1,152,818 $2,449,176 
COST OF POWER $562,607 $747,432 $1,423,630 
TOTAL COST OF SERVICE $1,009,455 $1,183,417 $2,299,084 
KWHS PURCHASED 8,398,204 10,710,013 22,485,648
RESIDENTIAL AVERAGE KWH 1,669 2,224
RESIDENTIAL AVERAGE BILL $189 $242 
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To pay by phone, call:
1-888-395-5315

To report an outage, call:
Local call from Tabor, Tyndall, and Yankton:
605-463-2507

NOTICE: Electric bills must be paid by 10:00am 
on the 20th of each month to avoid a $10 late fee.
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Board of Directors
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Dave Sternhagen - Secretary
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Dean Sternhagen
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Operations Manager: Ken Carda
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Bon Homme Yankton Electric Cooperative Connections is 
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Yankton Electric Association, Inc, PO Box 158, 134 S. 
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Cooperative Connections as part of their electric cooperative 
membership. The purpose of Bon Homme Yankton Electric 
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Power Life 
Safely
May is Electrical 
Safety Month

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to 
your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). 
If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries 
must include your name, age, mailing address and the 
names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Jeremiah Barlow
Jeremiah cautions readers not to plant trees near power 
lines. Thank you for your picture, Jeremiah! Jeremiah’s 
parents are Mosiah and Cristine Barlow,  
members of West River Electric Association.

Every May, Electrical Safety Month serves as a vital reminder 
of the importance of preventing electrical hazards at home. 
Electricity powers nearly every aspect of modern life, but if 
handled improperly, it can pose serious risks, including injuries 
and property damage. 

Your electric cooperative understands the risks associated 
with improper electricity use, which is why we’re committed to 
reminding you to stay vigilant and practice electrical safety not 
only in May, but year-round.

By following key safety practices, you can reduce the risk of 
electrical hazards and ensure your family stays protected. Here are 
five essential tips for powering up safely at home. 

1.	 Be vigilant. Regularly inspect your home’s electrical 
system for any signs of damage or outdated components 
and replace any frayed electrical wires or cords. The 
Electrical Safety Foundation International estimates 
roughly 3,300 home fires originate from extension 
cords every year, either from overloading, overheating or 
fraying. If you’re relying on extension cords as permanent 
power solutions, consider contacting a qualified 
electrician to install additional outlets where you need 
them.  

2.	 Use Surge Protectors. Safeguard your sensitive 
electronics and appliances from surges with surge 
protectors. These handy devices help divert excess 
voltage away from your electronics, reducing the risk of 
damage or electrical fires. Not all power strips include 
surge protection, so read the product label carefully. 
Additionally, surge protectors can lose effectiveness over 
time and should be replaced when damaged or outdated. 

3.	 Practice Safe Power Strip Use. Avoid overloading 
electrical outlets with power strips that exceed the outlet’s 
capacity. High-energy devices, like heaters, microwaves 
and hairdryers should be distributed across multiple 
outlets. Overloading an outlet with a “busy” power strip 
can lead to overheating and create a fire hazard, so be sure 
to check the power strip’s wattage rating before plugging 
in items.

“Don’t plant trees near power lines.”

4.	 Water and Electricity Don’t Mix. It may seem obvious, 
but accidents involving water contact with electrical 
items happen. Always keep electrical appliances and 
devices away from water sources, like sinks, bathtubs or 
swimming pools. Make sure your hands are dry before 
touching any electrical switches or appliances – never 
handle electrical devices with wet hands. Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs) should be installed in areas 
where water and electricity are typically in close proximity, 
including kitchens, bathrooms and outdoor outlets.

5.	 Educate Family Members. One of the best ways to 
ensure the safety of everyone in your household is to talk 
about electrical safety. Teach children not to play with 
electrical outlets or appliances and ensure they understand 
the potential dangers of electricity. Create and practice 
a home fire escape plan that includes electrical safety 
precautions in case of emergencies.

Practicing electrical safety at home is essential for protecting 
your family, property and peace of mind. Remember, electrical 
safety isn’t just a one-time effort – it’s a year-round responsibility. 
Taking these steps can help ensure a safer, more secure home for 
you and your loved ones.
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Please send your favorite recipes to your 
local electric cooperative (address found 
on Page 3). Each recipe printed will be 
entered into a drawing for a prize in 
December 2025. All entries must include 
your name, mailing address, phone 
number and cooperative name.

McCormick.com

SMOKY CHICKEN 
TACOS
Ingredients:
1 tbsp. oil
1 lbs. boneless skinless chicken 

breast, cut into thin strips
1/4 cup Flavor Maker Taco 

Night Topping Seasoning
1/2 cup water
12 (6-inch) flour or corn 

tortillas, warmed

Method 

Heat oil in large skillet on 
medium-high heat. Add 
chicken; cook and stir just until 
browned.

Stir in Flavor Maker Seasoning 
and water. Bring to boil.  
Reduce heat and simmer  
5 minutes or until sauce has 
thickened and chicken is 
cooked through, stirring  
occasionally.

Spoon chicken into warm 
tortillas. Serve with desired 
toppings, such as shredded 
lettuce, shredded cheese, sour 
cream, guac or salsa. 

Delicious 
CHICKEN

RECIPES

Nicole Einrem  
B-Y Electric Member

CHICKEN ROLLUPS
Ingredients:
8 oz. tube crescent rolls
4 boneless chicken breasts 

(cooked shredded and  
seasoned to taste)

8 oz. cheddar cheese 
(finely shredded, divided)

10 1/2 oz. can cream of  
chicken soup

1 packet chicken gravy mix
1 cup water

Method

In a bowl, mix the shredded 
chicken and 1/3 of the cheese. 
Take a scoop of the mixture and 
roll it into a crescent roll then 
place in a greased 9” x 13” pan. 
Bake at 350°F until the crescent 
rolls look browned on top. Mix 
the soup, gravy mix, 1/3 of the 
cheese, and enough water to 
make the mixture pourable. 
Pour over the crescent rolls. 
Sprinkle the remaining 1/3 of 
the cheese on top and bake 
again until the cheese melts 
and starts to brown.

CHICKEN BREAST 
SUPREME
Ingredients:
4 chicken breasts  

(boned and halved)
8 strips bacon
2 pkgs. chipped beef
8 oz. sour cream
1 can cream of chicken soup
6 oz. evaporated milk

Method

Wrap each half of chicken 
breast in a piece of bacon. Place 
in a baking dish lined with two 
layers of chipped beef. 

Blend sour cream, soup, and 
milk. Pour over chicken. 

Bake uncovered at 300°F for 
three hours. Serve over rice.  

*Makes 8 servings.

Sharon Houchin  
Central Electric Member
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We are celebrating 
80 years of service!
Bon Homme Yankton Electric was incorporated in 1945 and converted to 

a cooperative organization in 1947. Th e fi rst cooperative member received 
power on November 8, 1948. Today Bon Homme Yankton Electric serves 
the town of Tabor as well as rural members in Bon Homme and Yankton 
Counties in southeast South Dakota. 

We are going to kick off  the celebration on Wednesday, May 14th 
with a Members Appreciation Open House. We welcome all members 
to come in and see all the updates to the facilities, we will have the 
main offi  ce, member service and operations building open and will be 
serving refreshments from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm. 

Open House

$80 Bill Credit Drawing

ADD A SPOUSE

Starting in June Bon Homme Yankton Electric will highlight each 
district and the director. Starting with District 1 and District 1 
Director, Paul Voigt. All active members in each district will be put in 
a drawing for a chance to win an $80 bill credit. 

When many of our members signed up for electric service, their spouse was not added to the 
account. Th e benefi ts of having a spouse on your account is that your spouse will have all of 
the rights and benefi ts of membership in the cooperative such as voting at the annual meeting, 
inquiring about your electric bill and having a statement of residency for renewing a driver’s 
license. B-Y Electric will be waiving the transfer fee for any member that wants to add a spouse 
to the account from May 1-August 15, 2025. Contact our offi  ce at 605-463-2507 or ebiz@
byelectric.com for the paperwork required to add a spouse to your account.

Schedule for bill credit drawing:
June 2nd - District 1
July 1st - District 2
August 1st - District 3
September1st - District 4
October 1st - District 5
November 3rd - District 6
December 1st - District 7

We will reach out to the winner and apply the 
$80 credit to the next months bill. 
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WHEN THE LIGHTS CAME ON

Erica Fitzhugh
Southeastern Electric Cooperative

Growing up on a farm northwest of Salem, Darrell Kirby was 
the second oldest of five children in his family. Their farm had 
dairy cows, hogs and chickens and they grew corn, oats and beans. 
“Before we had electricity, the memory that sticks in my mind is 
doing schoolwork with an old kerosene lamp with a wick, set in the 
middle of the table for light,” shared Kirby. “After that we switched 
to a gas light with two mantels. It was much brighter and more 
dependable. But when we got electricity…that was out of this 
world.” 

The Kirby family was one of the original members of McCook 
Electric, now Southeastern Electric. Kirby remembers that his 
home was energized by the cooperative around the time he was a 
fifth grader. “My uncle came out to wire our house,” said Kirby. 
“It was really something to be able to turn on a switch and have all 
that light!” Before electricity, Kirby and his siblings would carry a 
lantern from their house to the barn. A long wire was strung the 
length of the ceiling - they would hang the lantern from the wire 
and as they moved down the aisle milking cows by hand, they 
would slide the lantern down to light their way. Using a hand 
cranked milk separator, they would remove the cream from the 

milk. The milk would be fed to the hogs, and the cream would be 
kept in cream cans until it could be taken to town, usually twice 
a week, to trade for groceries and other goods at the K&K Store. 
“Electricity changed our lives,” Kirby exclaimed. “The yard light 
and lights in the barn, the milking machine, a cream separator 
with a motor instead of a crank, a refrigerator – the changes to our 
farming operation were remarkable.”

As Kirby finished high school, he had his mind set on farming. 
However, life had other plans for him. “I worked as a farmhand in 
the summer and as a mechanic in the winter. The next summer, 
McCook Electric bought property to build on and was looking 
for people to help with the construction. I assisted with the 
construction for a few months before I had to take a break due 
to a health issue,” said Kirby. He knew from that interaction 
with McCook Electric that he wanted to work for the electric 
cooperative. After Kirby recovered, he returned to McCook Electric 
and asked for a job as a lineman. He started in the spring of 1958 
and spent the next 40 years powering the lives of his neighbors 
through his career at the co-op. “I was not scared of heights and 
liked working outdoors. I borrowed a set of hooks and belts and 
with no formal training or previous experience, I started my career 
as a lineman,” laughed Kirby. 

Kirby held positions as a lineman, line superintendent and 
eventually as the general manager. He recalled experiencing ice and 
windstorms, working at annual meetings and witnessing several 
changes to the electric utility industry. “My fondest memories of 
working at the co-op included the people – our employees and our 
members. I got to know almost everyone because we were so small. 
I enjoyed visiting with and working for our members, helping 
them in any way I could,” smiled Kirby. “The co-op was so good to 
me and my family. I still miss the people after all these years.”

When the Lights 
Came On
Darrell Kirby Reflects on the 
Arrival of Electricity and How 
Co-ops Powered His Career

Photo by Erica Fitzhugh

History is remembered in the 1959 McCook Electric Cooperative 
Annual Report, Years of Progress. It focused on the cooperative’s 

growth from 1949-1959. Photo submitteed by Erica Fitzhugh.
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MASTER GARDENERS

Frank Turner
frank.turner@sdrea.coop   

After years of tending to her garden, 
Codington-Clark Electric member 
Dianne Rider of Hazel can confidently 
say she is an expert in horticulture. 
However, her extensive experience of 
working with the earth isn’t the only 
reason she is considered a soil savant. 

In 2016, Rider earned the prodigious 
title of Master Gardener through 
the South Dakota State University 
Extension’s Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program. This program provides in-depth 
horticultural training – covering topics 
like plant science, soil management and 
sustainable gardening practices – so 
enthusiasts like Rider can share their 
extensive gardening knowledge with their 
communities.

Becoming an Extension Master 
Gardener volunteer is a commitment. 
Applicants must complete horticulture 
classes, pass the course test and 
contribute 40 hours of volunteer service 

during the first year of involvement. 
Despite the challenges, Rider had aspired 
to this achievement for decades, but it 
wasn’t until she retired from her teaching 
career that she was able to dedicate 
herself fully and earn her place as a 
Master Gardener.

Reflecting the adage, “once a teacher, 
always a teacher,” Rider continues to 
educate and influence those around her, 
even after retirement, through gardening.

“Becoming a Master Gardener has 
always been on my bucket list since they 
organized,” Rider said. “I’ve always been 
a teacher, so finding a way to help others 
through gardening is probably what’s 
most rewarding.”

As a Master Gardener, Rider 
plays a key role in organizing annual 
gardening events for SDSU Extension, 
including the Master Gardener Annual 
Update Conference at Joy Ranch near 
Watertown. This event, attended by more 
than 125 Master Gardeners, serves as a 
thriving forum for gardening clubs to 
exchange ideas on the latest and greatest 

projects they are tackling. 
“The event is a lot of fun, because 

when you get 125 Master Gardeners 
in one room – let me tell you, the 
conversations are riveting,” Rider 
laughed. 

Master gardeners also help SDSU 
Extension achieve its broader goal: 
to make cutting-edge research easily 
accessible to the people who can benefit 
from the findings. Master Gardeners 
have regular continuing education 
opportunities with experts from the 
SDSU Horticulture team, such as 
Professor John Ball, a SDSU Extension 
Forestry Specialist and South Dakota 
Department of Agriculture Forest 
Health Specialist. Once equipped with 
this information, volunteers can share 
the most significant takeaways from 
research being conducted across the 
state through the university, providing 
a bridge between research and practical 
application. 

 “Dr. John Ball’s presentation on how 
to trim a tree after planting it is one of 
the best things that I’ve learned that I can 
now share with others,” said Rider. “He 
says that raising a tree is just like raising 
a kid: you have to shape your tree when 

GARDENING 
GREATS
How Master Gardeners are 
Cultivating Community Growth

Missouri Valley Master Gardeners remove invasive Missouri Valley Master Gardeners remove invasive 
bellflower and other non-desirable plants at the Dorothy bellflower and other non-desirable plants at the Dorothy 

Jenks Memorial Garden in Yankton.  Jenks Memorial Garden in Yankton.  
Photo courtesy of SDSU Extension.Photo courtesy of SDSU Extension.



MAY 2025 | COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS   9

MASTER GARDENERS

they are young, otherwise they turn into ugly adults.”
Master Gardener Field Specialist Prairey Walkling 

emphasizes that the connection between research-based 
information and enthusiasts is what the Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program thrives on. And the research goes far 
beyond just trees. SDSU’s horticulture research also extends 
into innovative mulching techniques, soil care and even studies 
on the growth and quality of four popular zinnia varieties.

“SDSU Extension wants to empower individuals to 
reach their gardening goals through providing science-
based information. Each person has different pieces of land, 
resources and goals for their gardens and landscapes,” she 
said. “We strive to provide them with trusted, research-based 
information to help them make decisions.”

Walkling said the impact of these volunteers cannot be 
understated. According to Walkling, there are more than 400 
Master Gardeners across the state and 14 Master Gardener 
clubs. In 2024, these vital volunteers hosted 153 gardening 
events, including farmers market booths, gardening workshops 
and demonstrations, reaching nearly 10,000 South Dakotans. 
Regardless of the event or what is being discussed, Walkling 
said Master Gardeners carry an infectious love of digging in 
the dirt. 

“These volunteers help get people excited about gardening,” 
she said. “There are so many volunteer opportunities – 
teaching youth, teaching adults, maintaining demonstration 
gardens, answering questions, organizing events, engaging in 
horticultural research, writing horticulture articles – the sky is 
the limit.”

SDSU Extension Master Gardeners host an educational booth at the SD 
State Fair. From left: Lael Abelmann, Sharelle Meyer and Nancy Kadous. 

Coteau Prairie Master Gardener Club (Watertown area) hosted the 2024 state conference at Joy Ranch. | Photos courtesy of SDSU Extensioncourtesy of SDSU Extension. 
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Congratulations to all 
2025 seniors in our 

service territory.

Congratulations to all 
2025 seniors in our 

service territory.

Bon Homme Yankton Electric offi  ces 
will be closed Monday, May 26, 2025 

in observance of Memorial Day.
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DIRECTOR PETITION DEADLINE 
FRIDAY, JUNE 20, 2025.
Bon Homme Yankton 

Electric is making plans for its 
annual meeting. The meeting 
will be held August 19, 2025.
Director positions with three 

year terms expiring this year 
are districts two and seven.
Incumbent director in 

District 2 is Bob Ruppelt	
David Sternhagen has 

annouced his retirement from 
the board and will not be 
running for District 7. 
According to the B-Y Electric 

Bylaws any person wishing to 
run for a directorship of Bon 
Homme Yankton Electric 
will need to file a nominating 
petition. The petition must 
have at least 15 signatures 
of members living in the 
appropriate district in Bon 
Homme Yankton Electric’s 
service area. Petitioners must 
reside in the district and have 
an active membership in the cooperative.
If you are interested, Contact General Manager Stephanie Horst for more information regarding the responsibilities 

and qualifications for being a cooperative director and we will send the petition paperwork via mail. Petitions will 
be available in the main office April 25th and must be filed at the Bon Homme Yankton Electric office by 4:00p.m. 
June 20, 2025. Returning the petition before the deadline allows time for validation and, if needed, corrections to 
ensure it meets all requirements. 
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BRIDGE DEMOLITION

Frank Turner
frank.turner@sdrea.coop   

Tons of concrete and steel came crashing 
down in a planned demolition of the Lt. 
Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge 
that connected Pierre and Fort Pierre over 
a half mile stretch of river. The planned 
explosion marked a significant historic mo-
ment for not only Pierre and Fort Pierre, 
but also eastern and western South Dakota.

The demolition of the bridge unfold-
ed in seconds. A plume of black smoke 
erupted from the detonating cord placed at 
key points in the bridge, quickly followed 
by a bone-rattling shock wave. Paul Nelson, 
a recently retired employee of the South 
Dakota Department of Transportation, 
witnessed the end of the bridge’s 63-year 
lifespan. Nelson, a member of Oahe Elec-

tric, spent over 40 years with the SDDOT, 
serving most of that time as the region-
al bridge engineer. In this role, he was 
responsible for the maintenance, inspection 
and upkeep of the very bridge that he saw 
demolished.

As legacy bridge engineer, this was not 
Nelson’s first experience with such a dem-
olition. “I had actually witnessed the 1986 
demolition of the old truss bridge that was 
just downstream of the current railroad 
bridge – so I have been around something 
of this magnitude before,” he explained.

Even still, Nelson laughed that the mod-
ern demolition had a “pretty good report 
when it went off.”

Although the bridge has been decom-
missioned, its history endures. In 2002, the 
bridge was dedicated to Lt. Cmdr. John C. 

Waldron, a naval aviator from Fort Pierre 
who led a torpedo squadron during the 
Battle of Midway in World War II. His 
actions proved pivotal in the battle, but led 
to death of himself and most of his squad-
ron. Of the 30 men who served under his 
command, only one survived the Battle of 
Midway.

Waldron’s legacy is still commemorated 
through the new Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge, 
which had its ribbon-cutting ceremony last 
month. 

Construction of the new bridge began 
in 2020, just yards from the old bridge’s lo-
cation. In total, the bridge cost nearly $50 
million and is designed to last a century. 

“This bridge is going to be a beauti-
ful and wonderful enhancement to the 
communities and something that will last 
more than a hundred years,” South Dakota 
Governor Larry Rhoden said at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the new bridge that 
now connects the two halves of the state. 

BRIDGING 
HISTORY
The Demolition of the Waldron 
Memorial Bridge

Local, state and federal officials celebrate the 
ribbon-cutting of the new Lieutenant Commander 
John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge, March 25, 2025. 
Photo by Marcy Anderson, Courtesy of the Pierre Area 

Chamber of Commerce.
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BRIDGE DEMOLITION

The Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge comes 
crashing down at 9:03 a.m., on March 13.  

Photos by Frank Turner.
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Employee Spotlight: Tyler Suess
How long have you been at Bon Homme Yankton 
Electric? I started January 1st, 2011, 13 years.
What does your job entail? I am a linemen. My day to day 
changes depending on the season. In the off  season I can be 
found in the meter room testing, cleaning and maintaining 
meters. In the summer months the linemen are running 
crews maintaining lines, working on switching overhead to 
underground projects, outages and on call situations. 
What do you love most about B-Y Electric? I really like that 
my job is always diff erent and that I am able to work outside. 
My friends are also linemen so working with the guys that I 
consider friends defi nitely makes work a better place. 
What is your favorite memory since starting work at 
B-Y Electric? Th e 2013 winter storm really sticks out but 
working ice storm or summer storms. When an unfortunate 
event happens and getting to be part of the crews to help restore, 
rebuild and clean up after. Its the co-ops coming together, 
working together and making a diff erence. 
How would you describe B-Y Electric in three words? 
Fun working atmosphere. 

A little about you outside of work. I live on a farm outside of Tabor with my wife, Krissy and daughter, Laramie. 
I enjoy horses and am a member of the Scotland Rodeo Club. All of my hobbies are outside. I enjoy being outside 
with friends and family be that ranching, riding horse, hunting, guiding and fi shing. 

Th e Lignite Energy Council (LEC) is conducting the 2025 Teacher Seminar, “Energy, Economics and Environment,” 
at the Bismarck State College in Bismarck, ND, June 9-12, 2025. Basin Electric will pay for travel costs for teachers from 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Montana, Wyoming and Iowa, and LEC will cover the rest. We encourage member co-ops and 
statewide organizations to tell area teachers about this opportunity, as we’d like to get as many educators involved as possible. 
Th is seminar will provide teachers with the information and educational materials they need to teach their students about 

how lignite is mined and used to produce electricity for homes, farms and businesses in the Upper Midwest. In addition, 
the seminar covers lignite’s economic impact on the region, as well as important environmental issues aff ecting the lignite 
industry.
Two graduate professional development credits are available through the Center for Economic Education at the University 

of North Dakota, Grand Forks, ND, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND or Minot State University, Minot, ND. 
Teachers can apply online: www.lignite.com/teachers 
Applications will be accepted until the seminar is full. 
A $60 deposit is required to reserve each teacher’s spot, and can be submitted online. Th is deposit will be returned when 

they check in at the seminar. 
Applications are accepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. While LEC encourages all educators and administrative staff  to 

apply and attend, preference is given to the following criteria:
• 4th-12th grade teachers 
• Science, math or social studies teachers 
• Career counselors 
• Principals and vice principals
Teachers must track their mileage and individual meal 

expenses (up to two each way) from home to the seminar and 
back. Packets with travel expense reimbursement forms will 
be given to the teachers at the seminar. Receipts for meals are 
required. Reimbursement forms are due July 11, 2025.

Attention Teachers! Need CE Hours?
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Bon Homme High School Hosts 
Career Fair
Bon Homme Yankton Electric was invited to participate with 

businesses from the county, state, and all array of professions in this 
year’s Career Expo. Area volunteers traveled to Bon Homme High 
School to talk with students about what their job entails, education 
and training required, potential salary and why we chose the career we 
work in. 
During the Career Fair students got a hands-on look at what the 

linemen wear and some of their duties.
Linemen Tyler Suess and Travis Zomer briefly went over tasks they 

do on a daily basis with the students and then explained doing it in 
different weather conditions that arise. 

Several students took part in trying to 
change out a fuse with an extendo stick. 
Linemen do this from the ground with up to 
a thirty foot extended stick or from a bucket 
truck with the 8 foot stick like the students 
were able to use.



To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to your 
local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least eight 
weeks prior to your 
event. Please call ahead 
to confirm date, time and 
location of event. 

Note: We publish contact 
information as provided. If 
no phone number is given, 
none will be listed. Please 
call ahead to verify the 
event is still being held.

MAY 31, JUNE 28, JULY 26
Fort Sisseton Lantern Tour
Lake City, SD
605-910-4465 Photo courtesy of 

Travel South Dakota

APRIL 27
Country Roads
2 p.m. Matinee 
Gayville Music Hall 
Gayville, SD
605-760-5799

MAY 2-3
SD Spring Square Dance 
Festival
Fri. 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Faith Lutheran Church
601 N. Cliff  Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD
Call for events & times
605-360-2524

MAY 3-4
Prairie Village Events
Sat. Consignment Auction
Sun. Season Opening
Madison, SD
www.prairievillage.org

MAY 3
West River Pheasants 
Forever Banquet
5 p.m. Central Time
Draper Auditorium
Draper, SD
605-516-0143

MAY 3
American Legion Post 15
Just Because It’s Time to Dance
6-10:30 p.m.
El Riad Shrine
Sioux Falls, SD
605-336-3470

MAY 3, JUNE 7
Davis Flea Market & Vendor Fair
American Legion Post #176
Davis, SD
605-351-3074

MAY 6-7
7th Annual Energize! 
Exploring Innovative Rural 
Communities Conference
Hosted by SDSU Extension 
Community Vitality
Platte, SD
605-626-2870

MAY 10
Cinco De Mayo 
Falls Park Fiesta
11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sioux Falls, SD

MAY 17
Norwegian Independence Day
Vivian, SD
605-222-3296

MAY 17
Annual Plant Sale
9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Codington Co. Extension Complex
Watertown, SD
830-534-5359

MAY 23-25
Brandon’s Big Car Show
Carnival & Car Show 
Fri. 6-11 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m.
Sat. 1-11p.m., Car Show 1-4 p.m.
815 McHardy Rd
Brandon, SD

MAY 31
Auto Parts Swap Meet & Car Show
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Brown County Fairgrounds
Aberdeen, SD

MAY 31
Miss Prairie Village Pageant
6:30 p.m. 
Lawrence Welk Opera House
Madison, SD
www.prairievillage.org

MAY 31
Hay Country Jamboree
7 p.m.
Gayville Music Hall 
Gayville, SD
605-760-5799

JUNE 5
Danish Constitution Day 
Celebration
6:15 p.m.-9 p.m.
Danish Folk Dancing & Music 
Daneville Heritage Museum
Viborg, SD
605-766-1312
danevilleheritage.com

JUNE 13
Jesse James Days
Garretson, SD
visitgarretsonsd.com

JUNE 20-21
Czech Days
Fun, Music, Entertainment, 
Dancing & Czech Food
Tabor, SD
www.taborczechdays.com
Facebook.com/TaborCzechDays


