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SD anglers pursue 
walleye for fun 
and charity

Walleye fishing isn’t always all about 
fishing for walleye.

That was the case at the annual 
SDREC Employee and Vendor Walleye 
Fishing Tournament held earlier this 
summer at the Cow Creek Recreation 
Area north of Pierre. For most of the 
more than 100 walleye whisperers who 
participated, the event was mostly about 
hanging out together, swapping fish 
tales - some of them true - and catching 
up with one another.

The tournament also raised $500 for 
the state’s rural electric cooperative Line 
Patrol charity.

For Evan Buckmiller, general manager 
at Kingsbury Electric Cooperative in 
DeSmet, the tournament presented a 
prime opportunity to spend time with 
family and interact with his cooperative 
colleagues. While his team failed to 
place, he enjoyed being out on the water 
with his wife and dad.

“It was a little hot, but we had 
beautiful weather and caught a lot of 
fish…just not as many as we wanted,” 
said Buckmiller. “I’d never been a part 
of this event, so it was fun seeing all 
the boats taking off at the same time. It 
was also good to see people you don’t 
normally get to see, or you haven’t seen 
since you worked a storm together 
years ago. You get to connect with your 
friends and linemen you went to school 
with. That’s the fun part about events 
like this.”

Roger Crom, former manager of loss 
control services at the South Dakota 
Rural Electric Association in Pierre, 
served as a volunteer to help coordinate 
the event. Crom said while he likes 
to fish, he takes satisfaction with 
staying on dry land and meeting the 
competitors as they come in to weigh 
their catch and tell of their exploits on 
the lake.

Billy Gibson 
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

In hot pursuit 
of Walleye

Aydan Johnson landed this Walleye on his 12th birthday at 
Cow Creek north of Pierre. Photos by Billy Gibson
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It’s no secret that 
the Missouri River 

system boasts 
some of the best 
walleye fishing in 
North America.

The dawning of a new summer day brings the promise of fun and a full string of walleye by the afternoon.

WALLEYE FISHING

Crew members of the Captain Crawdaddy 
prepare to launch at Cow Creek.

“I just enjoy being a part of it every 
year,” Crom said. “It’s a lot of fun 
getting together with old friends and 
meeting new friends and getting to 
know the young linemen that are now 
part of the program. It’s not just one 
or two co-ops, it’s like a big family that 
comes out year after year. There’s a lot of 
camaraderie. Everybody works together 
and we also have a lot of fun together.”

For the record, the winning team of 
Roger Squires, Ryan Squires and Ron 
Koosman took top honors, despite 
temperatures soaring into the 90s and 
water levels that were unusually low. 
The crew representing H-D Electric and 
Dueco prevailed over a field of more 
than 30 teams with a total weight of 
18.03 lbs. Their largest walleye weighed 
in at 3.05 lbs.

The East River Electric team of 
Tim Dockendorf, Doug Engbrecht 

and Robert Hanson landed the largest 
walleye at 4.04 lbs. (Search YouTube for 
Cooperative Connections Plus to see a 
video of the event.)

It’s no secret that the Missouri River 
system boasts some of the best walleye 
fishing in North America and is one 
of the top walleye habitats on the 
continent.

While there are many other walleye 
fishing tournaments held throughout 
the state in the spring and fall, one that 
stands out is the Tom and Matt Hill 
Memorial Tournament.

The fifth annual event, set for July 
31 at the West Whitlock Recreation 
Area near Gettysburg, is held each year 
in honor of the Hill brothers who died 
in a boating accident on Brush Lake in 
December of 2016.

Born and reared in Volga, the siblings 
were avid hunters and fishermen. They 
were finishing up a day of duck hunting 
and were heading back to the landing 
to meet their father when their boat 
suddenly capsized.

The tournament is held to raise 
funds to support local youth outdoor 
programs in honor of the brothers. 
Proceeds have gone toward purchasing 
safety hunting vests for youngsters, 
hunting gear and safety training.

Sheila Gross, Energy Services 
Specialist at Sioux Valley Energy in 

Colman, lost her brother and great-
nephew in a fishing accident in January. 
As word spread, friends and family 
of the Hill Memorial Tournament 
and Fishing 4 Miracles jumped into 
action with an outpouring of support 
to the Berwald family. To express their 
gratitude, several of Gross’ family 
members plan to participate in the 
tournament to help contribute to the 
safe enjoyment of fishing and hunting. 

“The Hill Brothers Committee is an 
amazing group of people and they do 
so much to support the community 
and those who have been impacted by 
tragedy. They have blessed my family in 
our time of loss and have brought great 
comfort,” she said.

A rules meeting will take place on 
Friday, July 30, at the Whitlock Bay 
Supper Club. An open house will be 
held from 1-5 p.m. with a meal from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 


