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Anna Johnson and Jessemy Sharp groom at the 2021 Brown County Fair. Photo by Donna Sharp

Ag students show a fondness for working with
goats at youth exhibitions and competitions

Billy Gibson

billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

Matea Gordon’s goats always keep her
guessing.

The 17-year-old is one of four Gordon
siblings from Whitewood who have been
highly active - and highly successful - on
the 4-H and FFA competition scenes
over the past decade.

She prefers to work with market goats
because the animals force her to stay on
her toes. She never knows what she’s
going to get.

“They tend to have big personalities.
Sometimes they’re shy and cute. Other
times they can be pretty stubborn. You
just never know,” she said. “Plus, it’s fun
to see how much progress you can make
with them throughout the year.”

Her younger brother, Bennett, enjoys
raising and feeding the goats daily.

“T've learned about genetics, animal
health and feed nutrition. The goats kind
of become your friend as you bring them
up and take care of them.”

The brother-sister duo are part of a

trend in ag exhibition circles that finds
eager competitors opting to work with
goats. Their mom, Kindra Gordon, said
all four of her children have been fond of
tending to goats.

She said the family started with
two goats a decade ago, and their
involvement grew from there. Today,
they travel and compete at nearly a dozen
shows throughout the year. Likewise,
she has seen youth participation in goat
exhibitions double over the past few
years.

“When the kids joined 4-H, they
wanted to do a project and the goats just
seemed to fit our lifestyle,” she said.

Regardless of what animals her
children choose, she has found there’s
much to be gained in participating in the
competitions and other opportunities
that youth ag programs provide.

“The kids have learned about
responsibility, life skills and the
agriculture industry. They learn about
sportsmanship and how to manage
stress. We tell them to be happy for their

friends when it’s their time to win, and

they’ll be happy for you when you win.
We've met a lot of people and made a lot
of friends along the way.”

One of those friends is Tessa Erdmann,
a freshman at SDSU from Groton who
serves as president of the state FFA. She
is long-time friends with Matea and
her older sister, Danika, both of them
winners of Butte Electric Cooperative’s
college scholarship program.

Tessa said her choice to work with
goats mostly came down to a practical
matter. She cites her smallish physical
stature as one reason for channeling her
focus on the species.

“I'm 5 feet tall and I came to the
conclusion that I didn’t want to hold on
to something way bigger than me,” she
said.

At age 12, Tessa went with her father,
Darrin, to an auction and brought home
her first three animals: Buttercup, Sassy
and Thunderbolt. She describes the
event as “love at first sight.” In her first
year to show at the Brown County Fair,
Tessa won ribbons in the breeding and
showmanship divisions and has placed
many times since then.

A former gymnast and a member of
Northern Electric based in Aberdeen,
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Moorse sees
goat-breeding

Clockwise from top/left: FFA President
Tessa Erdmann; Kylee Ellerton of
Custer; Taylor, Tate and Tye McGraw of
Raymond.

Tessa said she has also experienced a
large measure of mutual support within
the animal exhibition community.

“Everybody is always so nice and
you can count on everyone to help one
another,” she said. “We’re competitive
inside the ring, but outside were family
and we don’t hate each other. One year,
someone’s father was hurt and couldn’t
make it to the competition. Everyone
chipped in to help the family out.”

Becca Tullar is a 4-H advisor in
Brown County. She explained what
she believes is the reason for the rising
interest in goats.

“They’re a good starter animal and
youngsters get used to them and many
of the students stick with them. They
kind of grow up together,” she said.
“They’re easy to handle. Once you get
them halter-broke they’ll go wherever
you want. They’re fun animals to show.

They’re almost like pets and they build

easy bonds.”

One competitor who has a way with
his goats is Tate McGraw, a 17-year-
old from Raymond who has Down
syndrome. His father, Wade, said Tate
has been showing since he was 8.

“It’s been a real blessing. He’s easy-
going and just has a way with the
animals. He can get them to do things
that other handlers cant,” he said.

His other son Tye, 14, and daughter
Taylor, 13, also show goats and other
animals and McGraw said they each
have their individual strengths.

“The best thing as a father is to see
the network of friends they've developed
across the state. They all support each
other and they've learned to respect one
another because they know one day they
could be on top and the next day they
could be on the bottom.”

Garret Moorse isn't sure if he
chose goats or goats chose him.

In 2004, Moorse received twin
Nubian kids - a buck and a doe - as
a birthday gift. That gift sparked an
interest in goats that has led him to
building a top breeding operation in
southwest Minnesota.

By 2011, Moorse was ready
to hit the show circuit with only
marginal success in the early stages.
It would take a couple of years to
make it to the American Dairy Goat
Association. National Show in St.
Paul where Moorse-G Foxy was
named Reserve Junior National
Champion Recorded Grade. He saw
it all as a learning process.

“When | started out | didn't win
anything but | learned a lot, and
not to mention | met so many
great people that | now call close
friends,” he said. “When Foxy won,
that's what really got us excited and
dedicated to continue on this path
with dairy goats.”

Moorse raises and markets
Alpines, Lamanchas, Saanens,
Toggenburgs and Recorded Grade
Seniors and Juniors.

He said he enjoys working
with the animals and is especially
appreciative of his “goat family.”

“It's a tight community and we're
always seeing each other at shows,
exchanging information and sharing
ideas,” he said. “l couldn’t do what |
do without my family and friends.”

For more information, Moorse
can be contacted at 507.530.3175.




