EFFICIENCY UPGRADES

Budget-friendly
efficiency upgrades

There are two ways to measure energy efficiency
improvements.

There’s the payback period - the amount of time it
will take for the improvement to pay for itself. Then
there’s comfort.

Improvements can often increase the comfort level
of a home - not easy to measure but one of the driving
forces behind home weatherization efforts. There are
several areas of the home that can be improved easily,
without breaking your budget.

LIGHTING - There has been a steady decline in
the price of LED bulbs for residential consumers.
Nowadays, 60-watt-replacement LEDs can be purchased
for $5 or less. LEDs should save 60 percent or more on
power costs compared to incandescent bulbs and last
for many years. New LED fixtures are also an affordable
option. They come with LED bulbs built in so you
never need to change the bulbs.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING - The Energy
Information Administration estimates that heating,
ventilating and air conditioning systems account for 22
percent of a typical home’s annual electric bill. While
newer systems can be 20-45 percent more efficient
than older ones, the upfront cost is often a barrier to
adoption.

But there are still ways to save. Simple solutions
such as changing air filters at least every three months
will increase airflow to rooms, increase the life of the
HVAC unit’s motor and improve air quality in the
home. Sealing and insulating ductwork can be done
in a weekend and results in energy savings of up to 20
percent.

To lessen the amount of work that heating and
cooling systems need to do, it is important to find and
seal air leaks. Look for leaks around exterior doors and
windows, electric outlets, and entrance points for TV
and phone cables. Also check dryer vents and any place
with an opening in the wall. To seal leaks, apply caulk,
spray foam or weather-stripping to these areas.

Simple acts such as cooking outdoors on a hot
summer day or keeping curtains closed to keep out
the summer sun will keep the interior of your home
cooler and reduce the amount of time AC units need to
operate.

EV REGISTRATIONS SEE
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE

According to the South Dakota Dept. of Revenue, the state
experienced a boom in electric vehicle registrations in 2021.

At year-end, there were 1,313 electric vehicles registered in
the state. That compares to just 242 from the year before. EV
registrations saw a slight jump from 227 in 2015 to 236 in 2019.

Minnehaha County led the state with 406 registered EVs,
followed by Pennington County with 228 and Lincoln with 151.
Nine counties had no EVs registered.
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Stay away from power lines
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Naomi Goldade

Naomi Goldade likes to have outdoor fun in the spring
and summer but reminds co-op members to stay away
from power lines. Naomi is the daughter of Alex and

Rachael Goldade of Timber Lake. They are members of

Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your
poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries must
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.




