THE SHOCKING TRUTH

Reduce your risk of
shock in the home

Contact with electricity can result in something as
innocuous (but still painful) as a mild shock to severe
injuries like nerve damage and burns. In some cases, it
can even cause cardiac arrest and death. Here’s a list of
some of the most common shock risks inside a home.

1. Appliances. Most shocks from household
appliances occur during repairs. It’s not enough to turn
off an appliance before working on it - you need to
unplug it to reduce risk. Large appliances are responsible
for 18 percent of household electrical accidents; small
appliances account for 12 percent.

There’s also danger if your appliance comes into
contact with water. Many of these hazards can be
avoided by using a ground-fault circuit interrupter
(GECI). A GFCl is a protective device installed on
electrical outlets, primarily used where water is present.
When the device detects an imbalance in the electric
current, it turns off the power to minimize the potential
for an electric shock.

2. Ladders. Typically, ladders present a falling hazard,
but 8 percent of household shocks are also related to
ladders. Electrocution typically happens when the
ladder makes contact with electrical wires. Before you
use a ladder, make sure you can clearly see all power
lines in the area - including those that may be hidden by
tree branches. Ensure that the ladder is 10 feet away and
won’t contact a power line if it falls in any direction.

3. Power tools. Power tools account for 9 percent of
consumer product-related shocks. According to OSHA,
when you use power tools that are not double-insulated,
are damaged or have damaged cords, you increase your
chances of being injured. The chance of danger also
increases when you use incompatible cords, use power
tools incorrectly or use them in wet conditions. This is
another situation in which GFClIs can help.

4. Electrical outlets and extension cords. Inserting
anything that doesn’t belong - screwdrivers, knives,
fingers or toy cars, to name a few - into an electrical
outlet can result in a dangerous electrical contact.

Use cover plates that fit properly and safety covers on
all outlets. By installing tamper-resistant receptacles,
outlets will have permanent security against foreign
objects being inserted into the slots.

Any broken, loose or worn-out plugs, switches and
light fixtures should be replaced immediately.

COOPERATIVES RESPOND
TO EMERGENCIES

When back-to-back spring snow storms struck Burke
Divide Electric Cooperative (Columbus, ND), cooperatives
from South Dakota and Minnesota traveled long distanc-
es to respond to the call for help.

When a deadly derecho swept through eastern South
Dakota in early May, co-op crews worked long hours
to restore power to thousands of electric cooperative
members. It's what cooperative
linemen do.

Find out more about how our
line crews respond to emergencies
by visiting Cooperative Connections
Plus. Simply scan the QR code at
right.
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Call 811 before you dig

Esmae Beld

Esmae Beld, age 11, offers some sound advice to stay
inside your vehicle and call for help if it comes in con-
tact with energized power lines. Esmae is the child of
Orlando and Shanna Beld. They are members of H-D
Electric Cooperative.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your
poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries must
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.




