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The Miller and Wingen men share a total of 177 years of experience in the electric utility industry. Pictured above are Joel Miller, Rollie Miller,

Travis Miller, Corey Miller, Wes Wingen and Dustin Wingen.

Miller, Wingen utility workers represent
a combined 177 years of faithful service

Tara Miller

taram@centralec.coop

Take a moment to imagine life
without electricity. No household
appliances, no electric heat, no air
conditioning, no internet and no
phone. In 1925, only half of homes in
the U.S. had electricity. Fast forward to
2022, and electricity is a basic necessity.

April is Lineworker Appreciation
Month — a time to celebrate and honor
the brave men and women who often
work in hazardous conditions to power
our world.

The Miller family, originally from
Canova, has 177 years of electric
industry experience, and most of them
started their careers as lineworkers.

WHERE IT ALL STARTED

Before attending school to become a
lineworker, Joel Miller, better known as
“Joe” or “Smokey” to some, graduated
from Canova High School and began
working at Overhead Door Company

in Sioux Falls. While he didn’t mind the
work, he knew it wasn’t what he wanted
to do for the rest of his life. Joe then
heard about an opportunity to attend
school and become a lineworker.

“I knew Ron Callies. He was an
instructor,” Joe said. “He told us to look
at the program, so Robert Zens and 1
checked it out and thought we would
give it a try.”

Joe graduated from what is now
known as Mitchell Technical College
(MTC) in 1978 and began the family’s
legacy of life on the line when he
joined East River Electric in Madison.
He started on the construction crew
and later worked in maintenance. His
friend Robert Zens also worked at East
River Electric, but passed away in a
motorcycle accident in 1980.

Joe worked at East River Electric
for nearly 20 years before he moved to
Western Area Power Administration
(WAPA) in Pierre. WAPA is a federal
organization that markets and delivers
hydroelectric power and related services
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across the 15-state region. Joe retired
from his position of line foreman at
WAPA in 2020 after 43 years.

FOLLOWING THE LEADER

Rollie was next in the Miller family
line-up, a year younger than Joe.

His mom talked him into going to
Pipestone, MN, to work at Bayliner
Boats with his older brother Ed. Rollie
then worked at Feterl's Manufacturing
in Salem where he welded augers until
he decided to enroll in line school at
MTC at the age of 20.

“The biggest reason I went to line
school was because Joe had just done it,
and I was friends with Robert Zens. I
saw how they just did it, and I thought
I could do it, too,” Rollie explained.

Rollie now manages Vigilante Electric
Cooperative in Dillon, MT. Before
running the show, he worked for an
electrical contractor and for West River
Electric.

He then attended SDSU and worked
for Bob’s Electric in Flandreau with
Reggie Gassman, who is manager of
customer electrical services at Sioux
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Valley Energy. They both grew up in the
Canova area.

Rollie earned a bachelor’s degree in
electrical engineering, allowing him to
become a licensed professional engineer.

“My education has greatly benefited
me throughout my career,” Rollie said.

Rollie’s boys are also following the
family tradition. Cody Miller attended
SDSU to become an electrical engineer
and consults for electric utilities,
and Logan “L.J.” Miller is enrolled
in the power line construction and

\ maintenance
program at MTC.

“It’s not a cake
walk. I told them
you really have to
study and work
hard,” he said.

After Rollie,
Corey was the
next Miller
brother to attend
MTC.

“The reason

I went into it

is because 1

had two older
brothers who were

LJ. Miller

linemen. I knew when I was a freshman
in high school that I was going to be a
lineman,” Corey said.

After graduating from MTC in 1987,
Corey became an apprentice lineworker
at Public Service of New Hampshire. He
worked there for three years, then took a
position at Missouri Public Service.

Like his brothers, Corey worked his
way up the ranks. He was hired as a
lineworker and promoted to foreman,
then supervisor, and now works in
management. He is also on the board of
directors for the International Lineman
Rodeo Association, helping host the
annual lineman rodeo event which
promotes lineworker safety.

Corey’s 15-year-old son Zach plans to
become a lineworker after high school.
Corey shares this advice for anybody

* Joel Miller, Retired Line Foreman at Western Area Power Administration (Pierre, SD)

43 Years, 6 months of industry experience

* Rollie Miller, General Manager at Vigilante Electric Cooperative (Dillon, MT)

42 years, 6 months of industry experience

* Corey Miller, Director of Regional Operations at Evergy (Lexington, MO)

35 years, 6 months of industry experience

* Travis Miller, Foreman at Southeastern Electric (Salem, SD)

30 years of industry experience

* Wes Wingen, Manager of Meter Services at Black Hills Power (Rapid City, SD)

15 years, 10 months of industry experience
* Cody Miller, Electrical Engineer (Dillon, MT)

8 years, 6 months of industry experience

* Dustin Wingen, Former Lineworker at Alaska Village Electric Co-op (Anchorage, AK)

2 years of industry experience

* Logan (L.J.) Miller, Student in the power line program at Mitchell Technical College

considering a career in the field:

“We need linemen. It is an awesome
profession to get into. Linemen live to
restore power — that’s their lifeblood.
And, quite honestly, you will make a
very good wage while doing that.”

Travis was the last of the Miller
brothers to attend line school. He
decided milking cows wasn't his calling,
so in 1991 at age 26, Travis followed the
path started by his big brother Joe.

“I figured they all did it, so I could
probably do it better,” Travis joked. He
is now the foreman at Southeastern
Electric in Salem.

Wes and Dustin Wingen are the sons
of Stacy (Miller) and Bob Wingen. They
are nephews to the Miller brothers and
have also been involved in the electric
utility industry. Dustin was a lineworker
in Anchorage, AK, before coming back
home to farm. Wes is an engineer and
manager of meter services at Black Hills

Power in Rapid City.

IT'S AMILLER THING

The Miller family had nine children:
Sandy, Duane, Ed, Joe, Rollie, Stacy,
Derrin, Travis and Corey. Marcella,
mother of the youngest eight children,

passed away in 2011, and Duane “Stub”
Miller, the family patriarch, currently
resides in Howard. Stub shared,

“People don't know it today, but having
electricity is something we shouldnt
take for granted.”

‘The four Miller brothers share a
combined 151 years of electric industry
experience. When you add it all up,
the Miller and Wingen men boast an
impressive 177 years of electric industry
experience.

They couldn’t have worked in this
profession without the support of their
families, which are too large to list. All
the storm jobs, dangerous assignments
and family moves were worth it when
they think about the people they serve.
They all agree, “It’s a Miller thing” and
working with voltage is in their veins.

THANK A LINEWORKER

Please take time to thank lineworkers
for all they do to brighten our lives. We
thank the Miller family for their many
years of service in the industry.

Editor’s note: Writer Tara Miller is
Travis Miller’s wife and works for Central
Electric Cooperative near Mitchell.
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